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MARTIAL QUIXOTISM. 

' O !' say the the advocates of war, ' you peace men are visionary. 
Absurd to think of applying your amiable notions of Christian non-resist- 
ance and universal brotherhood to the present state of the world. You 
dream of communities of men as they ought to be, not as they are. Do you 
think that pirates and robbers are to be restrained by preaching of the beauty 
of love, or that despotic sovereigns would pause in their ambitious career of 
conquests and annexations, at the warning voice of a peace society ? You 
sent three of your first-rate men to urge the Czar of Russia to keep the 
peace. He received them indeed, as sovereigns usually do, in a courteous 
manner, and with pretty promises ; but their remonstrance did not delay an 
hour the advance of his armies in their invasion of the Ottoman provinces 
Nothing but strong military fo^ce and actual war could have prevented him 
from overrunning the territories, and crushing the independence of Europe.' 

Well, if we are vissionary men, we are in good company, no less than 
that of Christ, his apostles, and the early Christian martyrs. What pity that 
they were so ignorant of human character as to teach the doctrine of submission 
to violence, which could only expose their pious followers to destruction un. 
der the arm of tyrannical power ! Could they not have foreseen that the 
religion of the Redeemer would have flowed out with the blood of perse- 
cuted Confessors upon the earth, and been obliterated in their graves ? 

'But are men as they ought to be V Certainly not ; the greatest portion of 
mankind are undeniably selfish, grasping, passionate, heartless, deceitful, im- 
prudent; but what intelligent friend of peace ever imagined them to be 
otherwise ? [t is the business of religion, especially of Christianity, to pu- 
rify these corruptions at the core. Whoever dreamed of eradicating them 
by external force ? If unrestrained, they would unquestionably lead to dis- 
orders, violences and crimes in society. They are checked in such develop- 
ments, in each individual, by their counterparts in others, and by religious 
and moral influences, and in their most criminal results by the restrictions 
of civil government ; but in regard to governments themselves, in their in- 
tercourse with each other, no such restraints exist. They indulge without 
self-denial the worst of human passions, and are precipitated by them into 
mutual conflict, slaughter and misery. The appeal they perpetually make 
to fear professedly to avert these evils has been, and ever must be, ineffi- 
cacious. 

The friends of peace are well aware of the small proportion of virtuous 
character existing on the globe. If, as is alleged, they believed that men 
were in general as they ought to be, they would perceive that wars would be 
impossible, and peace societies and pacific remonstrances unnecessary. It 
is because they regard men to be in a great measure depraved, that they in- 
stitute these movemeuts to counteract the most developments of this corrup- 
tion directly in the case, which other restraining influences do not reach — 
the action of nations upon each other. 
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We now retort the charge of misapprehension of human character on our 
•war-making adversaries. We say that while we, as well as they, ascribe 
selfishness to the most of men, and, equally with them, assert the necessity 
of restraint, they, on their part, overlook an important element of human 
character, and act on a chimera from which all wars and violences of power 
spring. The bulk of mankind are far more influenced by pride than feart 
and will fight to the death for their just or unjust claims, when resisted, which 
they would often readily yield to forbearance and kindness. That this is 
the general character of men, especially that high-minded class who usually 
hold the reins of power, is proved by all history, as well as true mental phil* 
osophy, and constant observation. The maxim, therefore, that the encroach- 
ments of foreign powers must be checked by the intimidation of martial 
force, which each nation spurns when applied to itself, is the delusive Quix- 
otism of ages, an ignis faluus, which has ever led communilies into the 
swamps of ruin, and has ever failed to secure their peace or safety. 

The truth of these remarks is confirmed by the war just closed in Europe. 
The chivalry of England and France, ever ready for a fight upon any de- 
cent pretence, took fire at the imagined approach of the Russians to Con- 
stantinople, with which they had scarcely more concern than with the revo- 
lution in China; and, in consequence, the fields of Wallachia, and the hills 
of the Crimea, have been deluged with blood, by barbarian ferocity, for the 
purpose of checking this encroachment by intimidation ; and what is the re- 
sult ? It matters not which has destroyed most of the lives and property of 
its ad versary ; each, though lamenting the loss of some thousands of its 
military butchers, retains its independence, its enormous military establish- 
ments, its martial pride, and its cherished revenge, and is ready for new ag- 
gressions whenever imagined international policy demands them ; taxation 
and pauperism aie increased ; no advance in popular liberty is attained ; nor 
national safety in the least secured. A kind, conciliatory policy at the com- 
mencement, would have averted all this evil, and formed between the two 
empires a rampart of friendship more protective than unnumbered armies. 

J. P. B. 



Cost of India to England. — Lord Dalhousie has in eight years an- 
nexed the following countries — the Punjab, 78,000 square miles, and 7,000,- 
000 peoples Berar, 80,000 miles, and 4,000,000 ; Pegu, with 20,000 milesi 
and 1,500,000 ; and Oude, with 24,000 miles, and 3,500,000— an extent of 
territory twice as large as the United Kingdom, and with more population than 
Belgium, Holland, Denmark, and the two Scandinavian kingdoms, all put 
together. But what is the financial result? There has been an annual de- 
falcation of from five to ten millions of dollars a year, and last year it was 
$12,500,000! 



